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The election of Donald Trump as President of th&ddinStates has prompted many in Israel to
issue recommendations to the President-elect aadatiministration-in-formation regarding
policy on Israel. One of the repeated objectivegoigepair the relations between the two
countries and bring them closer to each otherjquaatly on the Palestinian issue, the nuclear
agreement with Iran, the crisis in Syria, the dizdtion of Egypt, and military aid. Indeed,
Trump’s election may well prove to be a strategypartunity for Israel to improve its relations
with the US and expand coordination with it on @aiatters pertaining to Israel’'s essential
strategic interests. At the same time, it wouldnise for Israel to proceed cautiously to ensure
that while it makes the most of this opportunitg, @ssential interests in important areas directly
affected by Trump’s election victory — includingetffalestinian arena, the American political
arena, and the Israeli internal arena — are noagathas a result.

Trump’s election has been met with expressionsespdir, anxiety, or alternatively, great hope.
In the Palestinian arena, many may see Trump'diefeas the end of the hope for a political
settlement, and in the absence of any hope, engement for militant groups to lead the
Palestinian street into an armed struggle alondities of the third intifada. An Israeli policy of
accelerated construction in the West Bank outdigelarge settlement blocs and legalization of
illegal outposts is liable to be interpreted asigm f Israel's intention to take advantage of
Trump’s election to change the situation on theugdirreversibly. Such a development will
weaken those in the Palestinian arena supportingagteement with Israel and increase
frustration and despair. Even before the new adimation is formed, and especially after it
takes office, Israel should act discretely to shfithe understandings on the Palestinian issue,
including the possibility of changing the existipgradigm.

The American political system is marked by starkappation, and many supporters of the
Democratic Party find it hard to accept Trump’scéten, which they regard as a threat to
American values. Demonstrations against his victaye featured anger and violence not seen
in American politics for many years. Israel’s irst; however, requires solid bipartisan support
based on appreciation of Israel as a strategid &usthe United States. Israel should therefore
carefully consider its policy and relations witle thutgoing President as part of an effort to avoid
losing the support of the Democratic Party.
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Indeed, the Democratic Party’s constituents andr tpelitical positions are changing, with
increasing opposition to the Israeli governmentéqy on the Jewish settlements. These trends
have resulted in growing criticism of Israel amahg party’s ranks. Democrats feel growing
identification with the Palestinians, and regartlement of the conflict in the spirit of President
Obama’s vision as part of the party’s wider agenbaey consider the Israeli government’s
policy as the principal obstacle to a solution, anany Democrats are therefore increasingly
alienated from Israel. It will be difficult to rekse or substantially moderate this trend, given the
current stalemate in the Israeli-Palestinian arbnajt is important to take measures to prevent
its exacerbation. The Israeli government would éfeee do well to show sensitivity to the
Democratic Party agenda and demonstrate its sjidaith what members of that party regard
as the fundamental values of the United States.

The effort to ensure the Democratic Party’s corgthgupport for Israel is all the more crucial
given the large majority of Jews in the United &athat affiliate with the party and the
opposition to Trump’s election among many Jewismmuwnity leaders. Israel has a strong
interest in preserving its connection with Americdewry. This is an important element in
Israel’s soft power and a crucial feature of ISeapétional resilience. The younger generation of
Jews in the United States in particular is criticallsraeli government policy, especially with
respect to the Palestinian issue, and is rebuffethé strengthened Orthodox establishment and
its harassment of the Reform and Conservative groupich constitute a majority of Jews in the
United States.

Israel’s policy toward the new administration wilecessarily affect its relations with these
communities, and it is therefore advisable for ldraeli government to invest in maintaining its
connections with Jews of all streams in the UnBéates. These efforts should include an effort
to moderate statements by prominent Orthodox rabbanst the Reform and Conservative
Jewish movements, while underscoring that theseipgrare an integral part of the Jewish
people. Excessive expressions of celebration amepathy for Trump’s election should be

avoided, as should explicit support for any patécappointment in the new administration that
might rile American Jews. At the same time, theadir government should protest vocally
against acrimonious expressions of vilification aadti-Semitism among groups calling

themselves Trump supporters. The effort to presanee foster the connection with American

Jewry should also take care to maintain Israetsngt security interests.

In the Israeli arena, political groups opposingtilie-state solution and supporting expansion of
the Jewish communities in Judea and Samaria, ar thesannexation of portions of the West
Bank, seek to accelerate Jewish construction inetligories and legalize illegal outposts. Under
the influence of these groups, the Israeli primaister and government may be pushed to
embark on a political path leading to legislatidratt challenges Israeli law, Supreme Court
rulings, and international law, or to decisiondble&ato expose Israel to international criticism,
and perhaps also to lack of consent and tensioh thié new American administration. The
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assumption among these groups is that the Presatkstt based on campaign rhetoric that might
imply that his support for Israel is unqualifiedowd back new right wing measures. In

actuality, however, it is still unclear what politye president-elect will adopt, and which of his
commitments made during the election campaign Heufll.

Another aspect relating to the internal arena ésf#lilure among the media and commentators.
Their inability to understand the profound trendsAmerican society has aggravated public
estrangement, and both the media and the elitespereeived as alienated, arrogant, and
representing a different agenda from what is ingdrto most ordinary people. The negative
reaction to these elements, which stood out incibreext of the presidential campaign, is a
phenomenon that is not confined to the United Stafbe election results also gave a boost to
political movements in other countries that shanesé attitudes. Encouragement of this
phenomenon in the Israeli arena is liable to aggepolitical polarization and reinforce
elements seeking to weaken and silence the medidegal system in Israel, as distinguished
from justified criticism and a demand for fairer daiiee coverage and a less activist Supreme
Court.

Israel finds itself in a difficult situation. Todedr with a strategic opportunity to improve its
relations with the United States, excessive enéismsiand identification with the election of
Trump is liable to lead to a series of negativeeligwyments in all three arenas. Israeli leadership
should leverage the opportunity that Trump’s vigtonay provide, but without emotional
declarations or exaggerated enthusiasm. Quest®nkgislation, construction outside the
settlement blocs in a manner that can be intergprate backing those seeking to thwart any
possibility of a settlement with the Palestiniaasd policy that can be interpreted as support for
those striving to weaken, if not do away with, ariyhe elite circles, the media, and the Supreme
Court rulings should be avoided.

Israel's strategic interests require continued tquighe Palestinian arena and means to prevent
the strengthening of militant groups among the Ral@ns; guaranteed bipartisan American
support for Israel; tightened connections betwesael and American Jewry; and unequivocal
adherence to the democratic and pluralistic natéiierael. All of these are important elements
of national security, and should not be neglectadn for the sake of what appears to be a
historic opportunity to improve relations with thénited States following the election of a
president perceived as friendly to Israel.
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